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The four subwatersheds of the Warner River Watershed.

The Warner River Watershed encom-
passes 149 square miles within the towns of Bradford, 
Goshen, Hopkinton, New London, Newbury, Salisbury, 
Sutton, Warner, Washington and Webster. Mount Kear-
sarge, Mount Sunapee and the numerous rolling hills 
within this  Dartmouth-Sunapee region have an estimated 
210 miles of streams that drain to compose the Warner 
River which eventually flows into the Contoocook.   

                              

Our Team of local students, residents, local con-
servation commissions, Basil W. Woods, Jr. Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited and the NH Fish & Game Department 
are working together to develop and implement conser-
vation strategies to protect our wild brook trout, aquatic 
ecosystems and water quality within the watershed. Our 
electrofishing, habitat studies and road-stream crossing 
surveys indicate wild brook trout inhabit two-thirds of the 
watershed sites evaluated! Volunteers have donated over 
1000 hours on these assessments!

Biologists and volunteers sort and count macroinvertebrates 
collected from a stream to determine its water quality.
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Join us this summer! Come experience how re-
warding this kind of conservation work is! After all, we 
all depend on good water quality and these beautiful wild 
brookies are our state fish  - and indicators of excellent 
water quality!

For more information and to follow our progress, scan 
the QR codes below with your smart phone to visit our 
blog: www.warnerriverwatershedconservationproject.
wordpress.com. We train volunteers for the following:

Our Results describe a high-quality watershed 
that is well worth preserving.  However,  this watershed 
has been identified as one of the most likely to suffer di-
minished water quality due to the loss of private wood-
lands, future housing development pressures and climate 
change. Therefore we are taking a proactive approach, 
promoting land practices that preserve both the resiliency 
of wild brook trout and water quality.  

Perched crossings prevent fish from reaching critical spawning 
and nursery habitats. In addition, water gains velocity and 

more erosion occurs, risking structure failure and flooding.

Our Mission is to promote stewardship of these 
valuable streams by making local citizens and landowners 
more aware of how various land alterations influence water 
quality and aquatic habitat. We aspire to educate local resi-
dents about the value of our native brook  trout streams and 
seek to identify opportunities  and resources to protect our 
water quality and this valuable watershed.  

 •  Assist with electrofishing

 •  Stream crossing assessments

 •  Aquatic macroinvertebrate 
     collection and identification 

 •  Water quality sampling and VRAP training

“We will build on grassroots 
interest, and help these proactive 
communities identify specific 
actions to protect, reconnect, 
restore and sustain trout habitat 
and water quality throughout this 
valuable watershed.”

Our beloved native eastern brook trout, Salvelinus fontinalis.

Our conservation strategy for this watershed.

The Warner River Watershed Conservation Project
Wild brook trout are our cause. High quality waters are our goal.

Our data indicates that over two-thirds of the watershed streams 
surveyed are home to wild brook trout! This map can be used to 

conserve land abutting these streams and their headwaters.

Warner River Watershed Electrofishing Surveys
2008-2013

           Wild Brook Trout Found
           Wild Brook Trout Not Found
           Area Not Surveyed (Poor Access/Too Deep)
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  SUSTAIN                    these watersheds 
for the benefit and health of future generations.

PROTECT high quality habitat for native and wild coldwater fish.

RECONNECT                                       fragmented fish populations and 
habitats by improving in-stream flows and removing fish 
passage barriers.

RESTORE                            watersheds by working 
in collaboration with others.



Our 2016 Stream Crossing Assessment & Outreach Cam-
paign was a tremendous success, thanks to our student in-
tern, Tyson Morrill, and the continued support of local 
volunteers. We completed all remaining stream crossings as-
sessments within the entire watershed - surpassing our goal! 
Trout Unlimited (TU) and NH Fish & Game (NHF&G) 
have input our data into an engineering model to screen for  
Aquatic Organism Passage (AOP), Geomorphic Compat-
ibly (GC) and Hydraulic Vulnerability (ability to withstand 
floods). Below are some of the results.

2017 
Community & Landowner  

Outreach Campaign

2017 Aquatic Organism Passage (AOP) 
for Stream Crossings in the Warner River Watershed

29.0%

2.1%

32.6%

29.5%

6.7%

Full AOP

Bridges/Arches

Reduced AOP

No AOP except adult salmonids

No AOP

2017 Ability to Accommodate a 2 Year and 100 Year Flow 
Event for Stream Crossings in the Warner River Watershed

10.6%

Pass
Transitional
Fail

Pass
Transitional
Fail

11.9% 77.5%

53.0%

39.7%

7.3%

This June, TU’s Colin Lawson and Gabe Bolin, of the 
New England Culvert Project, will join Basil Woods TU, 
NHF&G and others to provide two workshops for water-
shed towns. We will provide each town’s results and assist in 
prioritizing culvert replacements and restoration projects 
in the watershed. 

Local enthusiasm to further explore and protect this high 
quality watershed continues this year as we reach out to 
Webster, Hopkinton, Bradford, Sutton, Newbury and New 
London to encourage communities and landowners to 
consider wild brook trout, other species of greatest conser-
vation need and water quality when making land use/land 
management decisions. We will continue to conduct brook 
trout surveys and water quality assessments for interested 
landowners with brook trout streams on their properties. 
Follow our progress on our blog. Join us this summer!

Recently, members of Basil Woods TU, professionals from 
NH Fish & Game, and local residents have been working 
with the NH Department of Environmental Resources (NH-
DES) to reinstate the Volunteer River Assessment Program 
(VRAP) in the Warner River Watershed. Volunteers will be 
trained to assess water quality monthly from June through 
October in Newbury, Sutton, Bradford, Warner and Hop-
kinton. With enough volunteers, each team will only have to 
do one day during the testing period.

NHDES adopted the program in 1998 ‘to help establish 
awareness and education of the importance of maintain-
ing water quality in NH’s rivers and streams.’  Free training 
is provided in order to practice state-approved, scientific 
means and methods to assess river and stream water qual-
ity. The results are made available on VRAP’s web site here: 
http://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/
vrap/data.htm.

If you are a watershed resident or student interested in as-
sisting with this program, please contact your conservation 
commission or email concordtu@yahoo.com. Please put 
‘Warner River VRAP’ in the subject line, provide your con-
tact information and week day availability. Should you have 
questions please contact Bob Ball at 715-5342.

Incidentally, the Nomination for the Warner River to be 
adopted into NH’s Rivers Management and Protection Pro-
gram has received support from the towns of Bradford, Sut-
ton, Warner, Webster and Hopkinton and numerous oth-
ers! The nomination will be submitted to the State this May.  
Learn more here: www.warnerrivernomination.wordpress.
com/warner-river-designation/.


